January 8, 2017 The Epiphany of the Lord

[FROM THE DESK OF FATHER MAURICE|

HIS WORD TODAY
By Rev. William J. Reilly

WV

We are = —

sharers//f \
of the promise

“I am sure you have heard of the ministry God
in his goodness gave me in your regard. God's
secret plan, as | have briefly described it, was
revealed to me, unknown to men in former
ages but now revealed by the Spirit to the holy
apostles and prophets. It is no less than this: in
Christ Jesus the Gentiles are ebeirs with the
Jews, members of the same body, and sharers
in the promise through the preaching of the
gospel.”

While we recall the visit of the Magi, detailing
facts of a star, gifts and a hateful king, the real
meaning for us is given by St. Paul. We learn
three thingstoday: that we are: 1) co-heirs,2)
members, 3) sharers.

An heir receives a benefit, members gain the
status of belonging and sharers enjoy a
common life. This details who and what we are

as ‘missionary disciples.’” Itwas not always so.
The visitors from the orient represent all who

believe and follow today. Jesus is the Savior of
the world, of Christians, Jews, Muslims, all
humankind. With reverence they brought gifts,

symbolic yet real. We bring the gift of self,

offering our gratitude for His coming, our

desire to follow Him more closely. Like the
Magi, we go to our streets and neighborhood,

our barrio and homes, willing to bring our

experience of Christ’s presence to others.

Did you discover the Christ this Christmas? Be
the star to reveal Him to others.

IMASSINTENTION S FOR THE WEEK]

v Saturday/Sunday,January 7/8

The Epiphany of the Lord

5p.m. h Evdyn Fudge &
h Frank Chikara

8 a.m. People of the Parish
9:30 a.m. h Kathleen McGourty
11a.m. h Rob Brighton

v Mond ay, January 9

7 p.m. h Natalie Biagi

v Tuesday,January10

7 p.m. h Jerome Belford &
h Arnis Buza

v Wednesday, January 11

7 p.m. h Ted Klein

v Thursday, January12

9a.m. h Maryann Kelco

v Saturday/Sunday,January 14/15
2 Sunday in Ordinary Time

5p.m. People of the Parish
8 a.m. h Salvatore Aircaro
9:30 a.m. h Elmer Blasi

11 a.m. h Ron Savare

[THIS WEEK'S ACTIVITIE §

Tuesday,January 10
v Adult Choir (7:45 p.m.) C hurch
v Respect Life Committee (7:30 p.m.) Rectory

Wednesday, January 11
v Scripture Class (7:45 p.m.) Church Hall

Thursday, January 12
v Knights of Columbus (7:30 p.m.) Upper Room

Sunaby, January15

v Recitation of the Rosary (7:30 a.m.) Church

v Food for Families Collection

v Hospitality Sunday (after all masses) Church Hall

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD “Then they opened their
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.” MATTHEW 2:11. The image of the Magi
kneeling before the infant Jesis and opening their
treasure chests for Him is an image that we should all
try to follow all year long. In gratitude for all that we
have been given, we are called to generously share all
of our gifts, not just the ones we pick and choose. God
wants us to be the most generous with that one thing
that means the most to us.
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[THE GIFT OF OUR TREASURH

Offertory Collection for 12/25/16: $19,532.
Offertory Collection for 1/1/17 $6,177.

[SCRIPTUREREADINGS FOR THE WEEK|

Monday : Is 42:14, 6-7; Mt 3:13-17
Tuesday Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday. Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17

[NEXT WEEKEND’S SCRIPTUREREADINGY

2nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

First Reading: Isaiah 49:3, 56

This reading is a short passage from the second song of
the Servant of the Lord. The Lord will show his glory
through His servant whose mission is to restore Israel
and bring salvation “to the ends of the earth.”

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3
Paul sends greetings to the people of Corinth, who
have been called to be holy and consecrated in Christ.

Gospel: John 1:2934

When Jesus visits John, John recognizes Jesus as the
“Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
John further indicates that Jesus is truly the Messiah
and “God’s chosen One.”

[PARISH AND DIOCESAN ACTIVITIES]|

PRAYER CHAINTo place someone on

the Prayer Chain, please call Fran Rapp,
U at the Parish Office on Tuesday or
Wednesday at 6386211, Extension 19 or email your
request sjchbfm@comcast.net

T .o
Prayer Chiair

Offering NEXT WEEKEND'S2™ DIOCESAN
Envelopes  COLLECTIONwill be taken up for
,//j/,:;)\ Together in Charity which benefits

\:/f;f;%, \\ Catholic Charities for the needs of

a//»”" the poor. See today’s insert.

[PARISH AND DIOCESAN ACTIVITIES]|

CARITAS CHAMBER CHORALE
Directed by Barbara Sanderman, will preseniThe

Coming of the Light — A Service of Lessons an@arols

at St. Joseph Churchoday at 3 p.m. Caritas aims to
renew the sacred spirit of the season by reounting the
Christmas story— in scripture, song and prayer— from
Adam to the Great Commission. Scripture will be read
by guest artist Kevin Gilmartin. All assembled will join
in prayer and familiar carols, the St. Joseph Choir will

combine with Caritas on some hymns, and Caritas
Chamber Chorale will present choral selections for the

season. A reception will follow.

SCRIPTURE CLASS WITH FR. GERARMI resume
this Wednesday, January 1M at 7:45 p.m. in the
Church Hall. All adults are welcome to join us at any
time.

JOIN US FOR MASS DURING THE WEEK
Mass is celebrated on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. and on Thusday
morning at 9 a.m.

RECITATION OF THE ROSARYThe Altar Rosary
Society invites you to join them in reciting the Rosary
next Sunday at 7:30 a.m. in the Church.

FOOD FOR FAMILIESNext weekend is our monthly
Food for Families Collection for the Open Cupboard
Food Pantry in Clinton. Please place your non
perishable food items in the vestibule of the church.
The Knights of Columbus will also donate $100 to the
Food Pantry for each 500 pounds of food collected.
Thank you for your continued generosity!

i | would like to thank the children of the Religious |

| Education Program (grades 19) for being part of the .
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i Christmas decorating this year. The students wrote a |
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|

i Christmas wish or intention on the back of a star and :
! then it was turned into an ornament and placed on |
i the trees in the church. It was nice to have the i
| students be part of the Christmas celebration this yealr :
|
|

Bev Knoll, Church Decorator
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